
  
 

 

 

NEWS TO KNOW FOR THE AREA FROM OX ROAD TO MASON NECK, FAIRFAX COUNTY PARKWAY TO THE OCCOQUAN 

THIS MONTH . . . 
• The Federation meeting is WEDNESDAY, JULY 15th at 7 pm on Zoom 

• Lorton 2040 Community Meeting with Supervisor Storck, Thursday, July 9th at 7 pm on Zoom 

• Supervisor Storck’s Office Hours, Saturday, July 11th, 9 am to 3 pm, at the Lorton Community Center 

• Lorton 2040 Plan Hearing, FC Board of Supervisors, Postponed to Tuesday, July 14th at 4 pm at the FC Govt Center 

• The Lorton Farmers Market continues each Sunday from 8 am to Noon at the Lorton VRE Parking Lot 

• The SCF Transportation Committee will meet Thursday, July 16th at 7 pm on Zoom 

• The SCF Land Use Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, July 28th at 7 pm on Zoom 
•  

 

WHAT IS THE LORTON CORE STUDY PLAN AMENDMENT? 
Fairfax County undertook the Lorton Visioning 2040 study to: 

• Represent the County’s long-range vision for land use and the built environment. 

• Encourage local decision-making about the built and natural environment 

• Supply general policies and text regarding land use, transportation, environmental 

protections, heritage resources, public facilities, parks, etc.-Land use categories. 

• Define density and intensity (amount of development) 

WHAT IS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN? 
• Initially adopted in the 1950s, The Lorton Plan was last updated in 1995. 

• The primary guide used by the Planning Commission, Board of Supervisors, and staff in the 

decision-making process. 

• Provides a long-range vision for the built and natural environment (i.e., preferred 

development types, urban parks, recommended road improvements.  

• Provides recommendations, NOT laws. 

• Comprehensive Plan Maps generally provides “baseline” recommendations of the adopted 

Plan; and “high-level” goals for the design, character, and improvements that are expected to 

accompany future development. 
 

 

THE COMMUNITY VISION FOR LORTON 
• Create a vibrant, walkable, and unified Core Area as the primary center for mixed-use 

development providing access to a variety of activities and services. 

• Expand housing options to include additional, multifamily units, while preserving 

existing levels of housing affordability. 

• Invest in multimodal mobility improvements including transit and enhanced streetscapes 

prioritizing active transportation for pedestrians and bicycles. 

• Strengthen the local identity with urban design, placemaking, public art, enhanced 

gateways, and stewardship of natural/cultural resources. 

• promote a resilient and sustainable environment for economic development through 

redevelopment, business growth, and workforce training. 

VIEW THE PLAN HERE: 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/lorton-visioning 

The next meeting of the SCF is Wednesday, July 15th at 7 pm on Zoom 
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WHAT’S NEXT IS UP TO YOU! Contact President@SouthCountyFederation.com to join a committee or take a 

more active role in realizing the future of Lorton and the entire South County region! 

 

THE PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 
• Responds to the community feedback on local assets, needs, and 

aspirations by incorporating the Community Vision. 

• Aligns with contemporary planning policies and guidance of the recently 

adopted 2026 Countywide Policy Plan. 

• Considers objective criteria to identify sites with potential opportunities for 

future redevelopment with mixed uses, residential uses and employment 

activity. 

• Establishes a Core Area to expand on currently adopted concept for a 

“Town Center” as the destination for activity. 

• Modernizes the land use framework, while also respecting the legacy of 

existing land use patterns in the Suburban Center. 

• Recommends for new development to establish physical compatibility and 

proper transitions with existing residential neighborhoods. 

• Prioritize improvements for local mobility over regional traffic. 
 

COUNTYWIDE LAND USE POLICY 
OBJECTIVE 7: Replanning for consolidation and redevelopment of residential neighborhoods 

should only be considered if such redevelopment is in accordance with the policies of the 

Comprehensive Plan and if supported by the necessary transportation and public facilities. 

• Submit to the County a proposal that includes a petition bearing the signatures of 75 percent 

or more of the owners and at a minimum, account for 75 percent of the land area being 

proposed for replanning. 

• Demonstrate that the replanning and/or rezoning will not create and adverse, long-term land 

use precedent for change on nearby properties. 

 

 

CORE AREA: UNIFIED AND WALKABLE MIXED-USE DISTRICT 
Residential mixed-use redevelopment, civic and community service uses:  

• Integration of urban design and placemaking 

• Taller building heights and structured parking facilities 

• New urban parks and public gathering spaces 

• Physical compatibility and context-appropriate transitions with neighboring 

residential uses 

• Complete streets with multimodal transportation facilities 

• Improved active transportation infrastructure. 

COMMUNITY-FOCUSED VISION FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
• Foster a community-focused climate of investment and economic development 

that provides the opportunity for community members from all neighborhoods to 

participate in and to benefit from future growth, development, and improved 

access to a diverse range of services and resources in the Suburban Center. 

• Recognize Lorton Station Town Center, Gunston Plaza, and Lorton Marketplace 

as the primary commercial anchors for a unified Lorton Core District, supported 

by the Lorton Attachment I 13 of 90 Community Center and Library as a civic 

anchor, all functioning together as one walkable town center.  

THE FEDERATION HAS GIVEN OUR UNANIMOUS SUPPORT 
The South County Federation urges approval of this plan by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and that they 

ensure that, throughout the public hearing and adoption process, any changes remain consistent with the 

Community Vision adopted by the Lorton Visioning Task Force on May 8, 2023. 
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